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1. I am a Mum to 2 children.  Leo and Tiffany both have Down syndrome and Leo is 
also deaf-blind.  We have lots of hope for their future and faith in those who will 
help them through their education and into  meaningful employment and quality 
lives! 

2. I live with disabilities.  I lost my vision at age 19.  Was a Braille reader and white 
cane user for 9 years.  

3. I have a history of working as a practitioner as a job developer for former 
prisoners, as a job coach for blind clients in a State vocational rehabilitation 
service, as  Vision Rehabilitation Therapist.  I came to NZ in 1992 and worked for 
the RNZFB and then for Workbridge. I then came to Massey to lecture in the 
Rehabilitation Programme.  

4. I am a researcher.  My areas of interest are mostly disability across the lifespan.  
My particular interest is in  Activities, Independence and  Life Satisfaction.  I am 
currently researching the impact of the earthquakes on blind people in 
Christchurch; Rape Prevention Education in High Schools, disaster preparation in 
schools and Ageing and Development in Communities.  

.  
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Earthquakes in Palmerston North at the beginning of Leo’s school career scared me.  I 
realised he had no individualised plan for an emergency or disaster.  The school did 
not agree with me that there is a need for such an individualised plan.  So I started 
this research.  With my previous experience in researching disaster impacts on those 
with disabilities, it was a good project for me to embark on.  The school now has a 
plan that I have devised with some help from his teacher, but it is not displayed 
anywhere.   
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This is based on a full paper I presented to SPEVI which is a literature review 
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Blizzard at a school  
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KARACHI: Schools, colleges and universities are likely to close due to threat 
of tropical Cyclone Nilofar in Sindh from October 30 to November 1. 
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Chernobyl classroom 
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First year students in a lockdown drill in San Francisco 

 

Your imagination can go wild thinking about how a child or school  might cope in such 
a situation.  And yet very few of us have done anything to prepare for such events.   
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Does your child or individual children you work with have plans in place in the event 
of such a disaster? 
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Students with impaired vision will have specific challenges in disasters that can 

include missing visual cues, such as new obstructions that can occur during an 

emergency.  And those with multiple disabilities require more options or alternatives 

in the development of emergency and evacuation plans.  
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How are plans going to be made?  Parents and advocates might need to remind 
others of this:   
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And Reunification is often slowed or does not happen with children with 
impairments.   
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Should be addendums to the school’s crisis management plan 

Grab and Go kits 

Much more attention needs to be directed at the needs of children with 

disabilities in the aftermath of a disaster.  Life-threatening consequences can arise 

from separation from parents and caregivers, illness and disease, malnutrition and 

abuse, stigma, social distancing and purposeful abandonment (Peek & Stough, 2010), 

making careful disaster planning for disabled children in schools crucial.   
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Child friendly spaces with trained screened volunteers in emergency shelters 

 

while schools may have a risk management plan for those with disabilities, there is no 
provision made (at present) to cater for these students in an evacuation or lockdown 
situation. Boon and colleagues also note that developed protocols will safeguard 
students so that appropriate responses and procedures are not left up to the staff 
present on the day an emergency arises who may or may not know how to manage 
the situation safely (Boon et al. 2011).  
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Areas of refuge 

List of medicines 

Practice drills 

Heavy gloves for feeling over glass or debris 

Colored poncho for visibility by others 
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