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South Pacific Educators in Vision Impairment
Conference, 12 – 15 January 2020

Adelaide, Australia

Theme: Creating a Clear Vision
for the Future
CALL FOR PAPERS
Introduction
We are pleased to announce the SPEVI 2020 conference is to be held in Adelaide, the capital of South Australia. Known as the festival city, Adelaide is bursting with culture, thriving restaurants and is the gateway to some of Australia’s best wine regions. Adelaide is well known for historic buildings, parklands, picture perfect beaches, colourful laneways, shopping and markets. Adelaide’s festivities are kicked off in January with the famous Tour Down Under which happens to coincide with the SPEVI 2020 conference.  The conference venue, Pullman Adelaide, is centrally located and has easy access to the city centre, transport, accommodation and local attractions. We invite you to be a part of this conference experience.
The SPEVI 2020 Conference will be structured around the theme Creating a Clear Vision for the Future. This theme aims to challenge educators, related professionals, parents and families to join in the important conversations around creating a clear vision of the future; one which aims to remove barriers, create solutions and expand possibilities for people with vision impairment. Invited international speakers will lead the way in exploring this theme with Mike McLinden (University of Birmingham), Graeme Douglas (University of Birmingham) and Anneli Veispak (KU Leuven, Belgium) headlining the speakers.
The Conference Committee looks forward to receiving your abstracts for workshops and presentations that will challenge thinking, extend skills and provide new knowledge. We are excited about receiving abstracts that are practical, visionary, critical and creative.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Mike McLinden (Ph.D, BPhil Special Education, PGCE, MEd Child Development, BSc Psychology)
Mike is Deputy Head of School in the School of Education, University of Birmingham. This role follows two periods of Director of Education in the School and interim Director of Educational Development for the University of Birmingham. 
With over 25 years’ experience of teaching in schools and Higher Education (HE) Mike has extensive experience of curriculum design, delivery and evaluation as a teacher, lecturer, senior manager and a researcher. Mike’s research interests include developing and promoting ‘research-informed’ pedagogical practice within HE with a particular focus on student centred approaches (including enquiry-based learning). With colleagues in the university he has led a number of funded projects that link to strategic developments within the institution and HE sector.  
Mike’s other professional role is concerned with the inclusion of children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities. He is co-director or the Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research (VICTAR) in the Department of Disability Inclusion and Special Needs (DISN) at the University of Birmingham and programme lead for the professional development courses in vision impairment. 

Mike is involved in a wide range of research and knowledge exchange activities within and beyond the academic sphere (e.g. policy makers and practitioners in the field)

· Contributing to strategic developments for project funders;

· Running workshops and training events for schools, services and other academic institution;

· Invited sessions at national and international conferences;

· National and international consultancy.

In June 2013 Mike was conferred the status of Principal Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (PFHEA) in recognition of a sustained record of effective strategic leadership in academic practice and development and wide-ranging strategic leadership responsibilities in connection with key aspects of teaching and supporting learning.
Graeme Douglas (Ph.D, BSc. Hons)

Graeme is Professor of Disability and Special Educational Needs in the School of Education, University of Birmingham. He is the head of the Disability Inclusion and Special Needs (DISN) department. DISN is the largest department of its kind in the UK and comprises over 25 academics researching and studying in the field of inclusion, SEN and disability. He is also the co-director of the Vision Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research (VICTAR).

Graeme joined the School of Education, University of Birmingham, as a researcher in 1993 having completed his PhD in the area of individual differences in learning and computer-based presentation (also at Birmingham). Prior to this, he completed a degree in human psychology and computer science at Aston University.

Graeme has been the principal investigator and manager on many high-profile externally funded research projects in the area of vision impairment and SEN. He teaches research methods and supervises research students. 
Anneli Veispak (Ph.D)
Anneli is currently a postdoctoral research fellow in the faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences (Parenting and Special Education Research Unit) at the University of Leuven (KE Leuven) in Belgium.  In her doctoral research, being inspired by the concepts of the phonological and temporal processing deficit theories of developmental dyslexia, Anneli combined auditory, speech and phonological processing as well as tactile spatial resolution measures to gain understand of how these perceptual and cognitive processes interact in support of reading braille as opposed to reading print. Anneli’s postdoctoral research project concentrates on the cognitive mechanisms that braille readers use for fast work recognition.
KEY DATES

Deadline for abstract submission: 23 June 2019
Author feedback by: 9 August 2019
SUBMISSION OPTIONS
Abstracts need to be submitted to the Conference Organisers at SPEVI2020conference@gmail.com 
Authors are invited to submit a 300-word abstract (text only), which concisely outlines the aims and the content of the paper. The submission form is available on the conference website.

1. Prepare your submission (i.e. title, abstract, content etc.)

2. Use attached abstract submission form, or download the submission form from the Conference website from mid- April
3. Complete the submission form (copy and paste prepared material)

4. Save the submission form and forward as per details below

5. Provide a copy of your presentation and notes when requested by the programme committee 

All abstracts should include the following details:

· Full title of presentation 

· Names of authors and affiliation

· Email addresses 

· Contact details of main author including full mailing details and phone details

· Your format of preference i.e. workshop, presentation or poster session 

· Save abstract using your “surnameSPEVI” For example, JonesSPEVI.doc

ABSTRACT GUIDELINES
· Closing date for submissions is 23 June 2019 and all successful presenters will be notified by 9 August 2019.

· Note: You will need to fill in a submission form for each abstract you submit.

· The lodgement of this abstract does not indicate automatic inclusion in the conference program.

· Lodgement of an abstract acknowledges your consent to publication of the abstract on the website and in the abstract handbook provided to all delegates (if accepted).

· Abstract receipt and exceptions will be acknowledged to the person submitting the abstract.

· Further communication will be with the submitting author only unless otherwise directed.

· On acceptance of the abstract, authors will be asked to submit a paper for inclusion in the conference proceedings.

· Specific paper and speaker instructions and program timing will be forwarded in due course.
SUBMISSION FORMATS

Please select one (1) of the following formats:

6. Hands-on interactive workshop (please indicate preference for 30 min or 60 min – this can’t be guaranteed).
Participants of these sessions will be actively engaged in the workshops.

7. Presentation (30 minutes)
The content of these sessions may be presented in a demonstration, discussion, or lecture format.

8. Poster
Static presentations displayed in the foyer of the conference venue.

SELECTION CRITERIA
The SPEVI 2020 Conference Committee will consider all abstract submissions and determine which presentations and workshops will be included in the programme. The committee is looking for presentations that will challenge thinking, extend skills and share knowledge; and presentations that are practical, visionary, critical and creative.

Authors with accepted abstracts must register and pay to attend the conference – timing of notification of acceptance will allow presenters to take advantage of early bird registration fees.
CONTACT INFORMATION
For more information on the SPEVI 2020 Conference, please contact the conference organiser at SPEVI2020conference@gmail.com 
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