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Access for students with B/VI

● Teaching ‘Learning to Access’ & ‘Accessing to Learn’ 

(McLinden et al. 2016)

● TSVI as “accessibility facilitator” (Siu & Emerson 2017)

○ Digital workflow 

○ Facilitator/decision maker

● Access & Engagement Study (Rosenblum et al., 2020)



Example One: 
Middle School, Large Print Reader 

● Platforms (Skype/Lync, Google Meet, Google Drive)

● Scheduled time

● Setting up AT from afar

● Connectivity



Example One: 
Middle School, Large Print Reader 

● Trusting relationships are vital 

○ Include parents and families

● Importance of self-advocacy; training

● AT “Toolbox”



Example Two: 
High School, 
Academic Braille

What We Tried

● Platforms (JAWS Tandem, 

Zoom, GoToMeeting, 

Learning Management 

Systems)

● School-provided vs. personal 

devices

● Attending webinars and 

other learning opportunities



Example Two: 
High School, 
Academic Braille

What We Learned

● Technology can be a 

facilitator and/or a 

barrier

● Relationships are vital

● ‘Supported struggle’ 

can enhance 

independence

● Less is more



Moving Forward 

...

● Consider different accommodations
● Look for unique ways to make connections
● Advocate in new and different ways
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